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STILL STANDING

by Rebecca Ferrar

Sheila and Clayton Mhire's home in Grand Chenier, La., built with blueprints and logs from Heritage
Log Homes of Sevierville, withstood 120 mph winds and a 15-foot storm surge during Hurricane Rita.

director, attributes the strength
of the home to the foundation,
built with some 56 pylons, and a
"Thru-Bolt" anchoring system
| that anchors the logs together,
preventing air infiltration and
settling.

"They built their house on a
foundation, on a system where the
steel beams go into the ground,"
Ullian said. Heritage Log Homes
doesn't provide the actual beams
but does provide the blueprints
for building them.

"It anchors the house," Ullian
said. "They built their log home
according to our plans. They used
our roof system, which anchors
the roof to the house."”

Roofs blow off of houses often in
hurricanes, resulting in water
damage, she said.

LA. COUPLE'S LOG HOME WITHSTOOD

RITA; THEY WILL PRAISE SEVIERVILLE

COMPANY AT HERITAGE’S NATIONAL
CONVENTION THIS WEEK

Sheila Mhire thanks God and her
sturdy Heritage log house for bringing
her home safely through Hurricane Rita.

The Sept. 24 storm devastated
schools, churches and other homes in
her Grand Chenier, La., community.
But the log home built with blueprints
and logs from Heritage Log Homes of
Sevierville allowed the structure to
withstand not only 120 mph winds but
also a 15-foot storm surge.

Mbhire said the home is 11.9 feet above
ground.

"Everything was pretty much destroyed
except our house," Mhire said. "We did
not have any water in our house. We had
no foundation problems. Everything is as
we left it. There was massive destruction
in our area. Not one electrical pole was
left up, no churches, no schools, homes

were totally washed away and people
don't even know where they're at.”

To show their appreciation to Heritage,
she and her husband, Clayton, plan to
speak at the Heritage national convention
in Gatlinburg this week.

The Mhires, who run a welding
company, said the front stairs and some
lattice work at the bottom of the home
were destroyed, but that was the only
damage.

"The drawings that Heritage Log
Homes gave us, we built exactly like they
told us, and it is a very, very good
foundation,”" Sheila Mhire said. "We're
thanking God because it's totally
supernatural because there is nothing left
here. It's just amazing."”

The Mhire family, including their 4-
and 5-year-old daughters, were forced to
evacuate before the storm and stayed in a
camper in Deridder, La., until Dec. 22,

"Other houses were up on stilts
and were still blown into the marshes,"
Ullian said. "It says incredible things
for our product. We won't make the
claim that we build a hurricane-proof
home, but through the combined
technology of our product and the fact
that they did have very good plans for a
foundation - they didn't even board up
the windows and the windows were not
blown out - their lives aren't shattered
like everyone else's down there."

By REBECCA FERRAR,
ferrarr@knews.com

when they returned to their home four

miles from the Gulf of Mexico.
Linda Ullian, Heritage marketing

Sheila & Clayton Mhire plan to speak at Heritage Log
Homes' national convention in Gatlinburg this week.





<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (None)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /sRGB
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /SyntheticBoldness 1.00
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo false
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Remove
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
    /CalifornianFB-Reg
    /SymbolMT
    /Wingdings-Regular
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
    /Arial-Black
    /Arial-BlackItalic
    /Arial-BoldItalicMT
    /Arial-BoldMT
    /Arial-ItalicMT
    /ArialMT
    /ArialNarrow
    /ArialNarrow-Bold
    /ArialNarrow-BoldItalic
    /ArialNarrow-Italic
    /ArialUnicodeMS
    /CenturyGothic
    /CenturyGothic-Bold
    /CenturyGothic-BoldItalic
    /CenturyGothic-Italic
    /CourierNewPS-BoldItalicMT
    /CourierNewPS-BoldMT
    /CourierNewPS-ItalicMT
    /CourierNewPSMT
    /Georgia
    /Georgia-Bold
    /Georgia-BoldItalic
    /Georgia-Italic
    /Impact
    /LucidaConsole
    /Tahoma
    /Tahoma-Bold
    /TimesNewRomanMT-ExtraBold
    /TimesNewRomanPS-BoldItalicMT
    /TimesNewRomanPS-BoldMT
    /TimesNewRomanPS-ItalicMT
    /TimesNewRomanPSMT
    /Trebuchet-BoldItalic
    /TrebuchetMS
    /TrebuchetMS-Bold
    /TrebuchetMS-Italic
    /Verdana
    /Verdana-Bold
    /Verdana-BoldItalic
    /Verdana-Italic
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 200
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 200
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 300
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects true
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f300130d330b830cd30b9658766f8306e8868793a304a3088307353705237306b90693057305f00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e30593002>
    /DEU <>
    /FRA <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [600 600]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


